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It’s hard to believe but we are now past the halfway point of the 2015 Show 
Season as well as the end of the 2015 Affiliate Qualifiers. I’dlike to remind 
everyone that you need to have competed in 50% of the shows (as well as 
completed your volunteer hours) to be eligible for the year-end awards. 
The Eastern Canada Regional Affiliate Final will be hosted by Association 
Québécoise de Reining (AQR) in Blainville QC from September 26 to 28. 
The top 15 horse and rider combinations plus ties will qualify to compete in 
the Affiliate Regional Finals. To see the current class and Affiliate standings 
visit the www. orha.on.ca/showresults.

2015 is shaping up to be an outstanding show year.  Though the midpoint is 
one less show than 2014, the payouts have been $55,262.15 and the entries 
were 1,086. This is about $20,000 and almost 200 more entries than last 
year.  Memberships are also on the rise currently sitting at 193 members.  
This time last year we had 140 members with 152 members in total. 
Its all onward and upward from here!

MID-TERM REPORT
By Laura Henderson

N R H A  N E W S
• NRHA unveiled a new 50th
Anniversary logo to celebrate the 
future of this great organization. 
The design comes with a new color palette, a redesigned sliding horse and 
a cleaner look. This new image, brand, and look are yet another avenue to 
celebrate the future of this growing organization.

• Smart Spook is the newest NRHA Three Million Dollar Sire. The 2001 stal-
lion is by Smart Chic Olena and out of Sugarplum Spook by Grays Starlight. 
Bred, raised, and owned by Rosanne Sternberg, one of only a few des-
ignated NRHA Million Dollar Owners, Smart Spook is well known for his 
athletic ability and outstanding disposition.

• Polo Ranch Announces the Passing of Gallo Del Cielo due to an accident 
the morning of August 20. 

For more NRHA news visit www.nrha.com

mailto:Newsletters@orha.on.ca
www.orha.on.ca
www.nrha.com 
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Aug 15-16 Waterford, ON
Canadian Reining Classic  
At Fletcher’s Horse World Affiliate Qualifier BOTH DAYS
FMI: John & Sharon Fletcher  519-443-7333 or johnfletcher@kwic.com

Aug 29 - 30 Pickering, ON
Pickering Reining Classic 
At Pickering Horse Centre
FMI: Gary Yaghdjian gary.yaghdjian@live.ca

Sept 15-17 London, ON
OBBO Futurity Show 
At Western Fair
FMI: Harvey Stevens  705-639-5767  or reinersrus@nexicom.net

Sept 26-28 Blainville, QC
Eastern Canada NRHA Regional Affiliate Finals 
Parc Équestre de Blainville 1025 Chemin du Plan-Bouchard 
FMI: Visit the Association Québécoise de Reining  www.reining.qc.ca

Oct 1-6 Columbus, OH
All American Quarter Horse Congress 
FMI: Visit the www.oqha.com/aaqhc

Oct 17-18 Ancaster, ON
ORHA Grand Finale Show
At Ancaster Fairgrounds
FMI: Mike Munroe president@orha.on.ca  

Nov- Dec Oklahoma City, OK
NRHA Futurity & Adequan North American Affiliate Championship   
FMI: Visit the www.nrhafuturity.com

To view a complete listing of Events including show programs, flyers, etc.
 visit the events page on our website www.orha.on.ca/events. 
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NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE
Laura Henderson - Chair

Becky Ros
Carol Ivey

THANK YOU 
to all our contributors:

Lisa Graham
Jane Lyon

Michelle Taggart
Darlene Thomas

Diarosso Farms
Fletchers Horse World
Hayes Cofell Performance Horses
Martin Ranch
Reiners Ridge
Rustic Meadows

ADVERSTIMENTS

WE WANT YOU... TO JOIN THE NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE!!!
Ever wanted to be a reportor or photographer? Maybe it’s behind the scenes for you with de-
sign, marketing and layout for The Slider. Either way, every issue from start to finish, planning 
to print, we have a job for you, so come and join our team. Anyone interested, please email 
Laura Henderson at newsletters@orha.on.ca

mailto:newsletters@orha.on.ca
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Customarily, the Reining Canada’s Reiner of the 
Year is awarded for achievement or contribution 
to the sport of Reining in the current year; how-
ever the 2014 award recipient, Gaëtan Laroche, far 
exceeded the single year timeline and instead is 
celebrated for his over 35 years of dedication to the 
Reining world. 

Since the 1970’s, Gaëtan has not only been a reining 
competitor but his presence had been instrumen-
tal in a number of positions and areas including a 
board member with the Association Québécoise de 
Reining (AQR) including 2 years as the Association’s 
President, a member of the Reining Canada Board, 
the creator and success behind the Performance 
Quebec Breeding program, as well as an NRHA 
Judge. 

At 73 years-young, Mr. Laroche has announced his 
retirement. Reining in Canada will not be the same! 
Congratulations and thank you for your many years 
of dedication!

REINING CANADA’S 
2014 REINER OF THE YEAR
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DID YOU KNOW?

THE ‘PREPARE FOR THE REINY SEASON’ CLINIC
By Lisa Graham
Clinic Participant & Future Reiner  

The ‘Prepare for the Reiny Season’ clinic at Still  Wa-
ter Farms on May 2 and 3 saw thirteen horses and 
riders work through several techniques presented 
to them by Ray Foster, longtime Ontario horse 
trainer.

The purpose of the clinic was to immerse aspir-
ing reining competitors in the key concepts and 
strengthen the elements needed of a winning rein-
ing pattern.  Riders and their horse partners worked 
on lope departures, large and small circles, stops, 
and hip control. The soft-spoken trainer’s encour-
agement and positive re-enforcement worked its 
magic on the riders and horses over the course of 
the weekend.  Rider teams came away with many 
exercises to take back to the practice pen.

The 2015 ‘Prepare for the Reiny Season’ clinic marks 
the 18th year that Joanne Milton has been run-
ning this annual fundraiser.  This year’s clinic raised 
$2,123.05 for the provincial association.  Joanne, 

ORHA director and clinic co-ordinator, says “we 
have yet to use the same trainer twice for this 
clinic,” highlighting the fact that Ontario is host to 
many outstanding horse trainers.  

One of the underlying purposes of holding the clinic 
is to showcase some of Ontario’s accomplished 
trainers.  Ray certainly represented the quality of 
the talent pool that Ontario has to offer.   On behalf 
of the clinic participants and auditors, I would like 
to thank Ray Foster for donating his time and exper-
tise for the two day clinic. 

A big shout out to Jen Jonas , Still Water Farms, 
home of Jonas Performance Horses for her hospital-
ity and for donating the use of the facility. 

I would also like to recognize the tireless efforts of 
Joanne Milton in organizing the clinic and keeping 
us well fed over the two days.  Joanne’s dedication 
to the reining association and her students is re-
markable.

CLASS ELIGIBILITY is based on the rider’s and/or the horse’s earnings or experience as of January 1 
of the current year. NRHA Eligibility levels will be set by the Board of Directors by August 31st of the pre-
ceding year for all categories. It is the responsibility of the owner and/or rider to be aware of the official 
NRHA or ORHA earnings and performance record of the horse and/or rider as recorded by the NRHA 
or ORHA. When limits of eligibility are surpassed during the show year, the exhibitor can complete the 
year in that specific class or division. Any rider participating in a class or division in which he/she (or the 
horse he/she is riding) is not eligible will be fined $25 for the first offense. After receipt of the notice, any 
second offense may result in a fine of $200.
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Over 20 people at the ORHA Clinic, “What the 
Reining Competitor Needs to Know – the View 
from the Judge’s Chair” on April 12, 2015, took 
advantage of a valuable opportunity to pick the 
brains of two of Canada’s most experienced 
NRHA Judges, Lee Foster and John Snobelen.  
From the first impression you give as you walk or 
jog to centre to the impression you leave with the 
judge as you finish each maneuver, nothing was 
missed.

Trainers, coaches, non-pros, rookies, and poten-
tial Reiners - several from long distances - were all 
well represented, making for great discussion at 
each level.

After introductions were done, guests were 
invited to share their biggest concerns.  From 
style preferences, to penalties, how to ride the 
patterns; all were covered, commented on, and 
resolved.  After a brief break, the group then 

moved to the video portion and were treated to 
a look at a run from the 1975 Reining Futurity at 
the All American Quarter Horse Congress. It was 
a lively way to open discussion on how judging 
reining horses has evolved and become one of 
the most fairly judged equine events in the world.  
Then, with utmost patience, both clinicians 
walked everyone through several runs evaluating 
each maneuver, scoring them, and then discuss-
ing penalties.  By seeing the pattern through the 
judge’s eyes, the attendees gained a much better 
understanding of how to better their scores.

Beverages and snacks were provided by the 
ORHA and were welcomed as none of the at-
tendees left the clinic early.  By five o’clock, all 
questions had been answered and everyone felt 
it had been an extremely worthwhile prep for this 
year’s show season.

JUDGES CLINIC REVIEW
By Jane Lyon
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We often talk about the athleticism of reining; 
the intricacy, the refinement and the preci-

sion. However, there is also a huge mental aspect, a 
mind game that plays out with each run. Today we 
will take a small peek into the thoughts of a reiner 
while in the show pen. Disclaimer: The rest of this 
article may not be suitable for all readers, as the 
mind we are taking a glimpse at is my own and even 
I find it a scary place from time to time.

PATTERN #3

• Beginning, lope straight up the left side of the 
arena, circle the top end of the arena, and staying 
at least twenty feet (six meters) from the walls or 
fence, run straight down the opposite or right side 
of the arena past the center marker and do a left 
rollback – no hesitation.

Does the other rider come out before I go in or do I 
wait for them to leave? Ahhh… oh well I’ll just go in 
and line myself up. This looks like a good line. Don’t 
forget to breathe. Don’t forget to breathe. Do we 
have the correct lead… Yes. Ok stay slow here. Turn 
the corner straight. Gear 2...3… WHOA! And roll-
back...

• Continue straight up the right side of the arena 
circle back around the top of the arena, and staying 
at least twenty feet (six meters) from the walls or 
fence, run straight down the left side of the arena 
past the center marker and do a right rollback – no 
hesitation.

Ok that wasn’t that good but no time for that now. 
When was the last time I took a breath? Breathe… 
Breathe… Don’t forget to breathe.  Little more 
speed ... Cluck.. oh crap I’m out of spit! Kiss… ok 
that is definitely faster… Ok that’s fast enough…
Whooooaaa! Oh that’s better. 

•Continue up the left side of the arena to the cen-
ter marker. AT the center marker, the horse should 
be on the right lead. Guide the horse to the center 
of the arena on the right lead and complete three 
circles to the right: the first two circles large and 
fast; the third circle small and slow. Change leads at 
the center of the arena.

(Continues on page 11)

REIN ON THE BRAIN
By Laura Henderson

RR
REINERS RIDGE

Coaching ShowingTraining

Dedicated to helping riders 
of all levels achieve their goals
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Specializing in Reining
Contact Lyndsay

Sales

Mount Albert, Ontario
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Rarely does a horse come into our lives who has 
the whole package; excellent conformation, 

athletic ability, willing mindset and good looks.  
Conquistadors Fox was that horse for breeder, 
owner and rider Don Pletch.  
"Quista" as she was called around the barn was 
born at Don's picturesque farm in Lucan, Ontario. Her dam, Brenna's Fox was a former show horse of 
Don's. Her sire, Conquistadors Whiz is an NRHA Million Dollar Sire, by NRHA's only Seven Million Dollar Sire 
Topsail Whiz bred by Bob Loomis.  Don and his good friend & trainer Jess Cofell agreed that Quista was 
a very promising show horse from the beginning. The pair agreed to build her training program around a 
long term show career. There wasn't a maneuver she couldn't excel at.  She would work all day long, often 
times only getting better as the day or show went on.  Don often joked that maybe the mare had a little 
too much stamina.  
2014 was the year the pair really clicked. Competitors and friends around the ORHA shows began calling 
Don, "Mr. Consistency", a compliment which he didn't hesitate to attribute to his mare.  In 2014, Don and 
Quista were the Ontario Reining Horse Association's Men's, Limited Non Pro, Prime Time Non Pro and the 
Novice Horse Non Pro Level 1 Champions. They were also the Eastern Canadian Affiliate Champions in the 
Limited Non Pro, Prime Time Non Pro and Novice Horse Non Pro Level 1. They took home a Top Ten placing 
at the All American Quarter Horse Congress as well as placing 4th in the NRHA Prime Time Non Pro and 8th 

in the NRHA Limited Non Pro.  
Despite being the picture of good health, Quista was hu-
manely euthanized at the University of Guelph in June of this 
year.  
Upon news of her passing, the Ontario Reining Horse Associ-
ation family has come together to express our sympathy and 
share in appreciation for the mare. Thanks to Quista, Don got 
to experience things that most horse people only dream of. 
They won ribbons and trophies at the highest levels of com-
petition. They travelled across Ontario, Ohio and all the way 
to Oklahoma City. 

Many of us had the pleasure of watching the pair compete 
and riding alongside them in the warm up pens. We will all 
continue to miss her and her signature good looks at the 
shows, as we know Don does. 

MEMORIAL SPOTLIGHT ON: CONQUISTADORS FOX
By Lindsay Hayes-Cofell

Registered Name: Conquistadors Fox
Barn Name: Quista
Sex: Mare
Owner: Don Pletch
Earnings: $7,742
Sire: Conquistador Whiz
Dam: Brennas Fox

Photo by: DW Equine Photogrphy
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REIN ON THE BRAIN (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7)

… Rollback into the circle. Oh crap I thought I was 
farther down the pen. Steer Baby steer I know weird 
but stay with me.  Hmm circles are weird this way but 
we’re still good. I think this speed should be good too. 
Wait, Coach said faster…uhh ok?! Steer… wow these 
are ok circles and my hat is still on AMAZING! Coming 
into centre again, HHHUUUMMMM. Steer…Hum…. 
Steer. 

• Complete three circles to the left: the first two 
circles large and fast; the third circle small and slow. 
Change leads in the center of the arena.

Woohoo more than half way done. Breathe… 
Breathe… Don’t forget to breathe. It’s not too bad so 
far, did I spin yet? No they are at the end. Ok crap that 
was two fast right? Yeah am pretty sure. HHHUUUM-
MM! Ok I heard a “Yeah-haa!” so I’m still on pattern. 

• Begin a large fast circle to the right but do not close 
this circle. Continue up the left side of the arena, circle 
the top of the arena, and staying at least twenty feet 
(six meters) from the walls or fence, run straight 

down the opposite or right side of the arena past the 
center marker and do a sliding stop. Back up at least 
ten feet. Hesitate.

Yeah good the lead change. This is a long way around. 
Stay slow, stay slow.   Turn the corner. Ok Baby do 
what you do best. I’ll stay out of your way! ….. Whoa. 
WOOHOO!! That was good, really good!!! Whoa… 
Whoa…Whoa. Ok we’re at centre again. Breathe.

• Complete four spins to the right. Hesitate.

Almost done. Look inside, little faster, that’s good.... 
oh crap was that 1… I think it was 1… so this is 2…. 
3… and whoa!! 

• Complete four spins to the left. Hesitate to demon-
strate completion of the pattern.

Breathe. I’m pretty sure that was 4. Well let’s pretend 
it was 4 anyway. …1….2 … a little faster….3…whoa! 
Good boy! We’re done. We made it. God what a rush! 
Why am I breathing so hard?
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ORHyA
N E W S  F R O M  T H E  Y O U T H  R E I N E R S

This summer, I had the experience of a lifetime in 

Peru. This experience is called Mission Peru and 

it’s an opportunity for Ontario high school stu-

dents to reach the needs of the financially poor 

and to experience a very different (and very won-

derful) culture. Mission Peru works with Inca Link, 

a missionary organization that connects North 

Americans with South Americans while reaching 

needs, both physical and spiritual.

The journey took us to Trujillo, Peru, where we 

helped build an orphanage. It was amazing be-

cause we got to interact with local children and 

adults from Trujillo on a daily basis. We saw the 

reality of life for most people around the world 

and how unbelievably fortunate we are in Canada. 

Paired with regular worship music sessions and 

“debriefing” (talking about what we did every-

day), it made for an extraordinary builder of faith.

This short-term Missions trip changed me eternal-

ly. I can’t express the effect it has had on my life 

because it’s one of those things you need to see 

to understand. But I hope that one day everyone 

will be able to have an experience like this to have 

their eyes opened to poverty and the needs of the 

world.

MISSION PERU - THE EXPERIENCE OF A LIFETIME
By Sara McKenzie

REINING CANADA YOUTH SCHOLARSHIPS 2015

The Reining Canada Board of Directors is proud to an-
nounce the implementation of a Youth Scholarship Pro-
gram. 

The commitment has been made by Reining Canada to en-
able youth to further excel in their future careers and com-
petition. At this time Reining Canada is offering $2000 in 
scholarships, with a $1000 scholarship to be awarded to a 
youth member of the Western Affiliate Region and a $1000 
to a youth member of the Eastern Affiliate Region.

Applicants wishing to obtain scholarship funding for the 2016 academic year should complete and return 
the application provided at the link below. In addition several support materials are requested for sub-
mission, (see program outline below). The deadline for the scholarship submissions is November 30th 
2015

For more information, Scholarship Outline and Scholarship Application, visit www.reiningcanada.com.
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BEING A YOUTH ON AN INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE
By Giorgia Apolloni

It seemed scary to me; the idea 
of leaving my mother for summer 
camp when I was little. I was ter-
rified to leave home and as I grew 
older I was still uncomfortable 
leaving my comfort zone. When I 
was 15, a family friend put a bug in 
my ear and encouraged me to ap-
ply to become a Rotary Exchange 
Student.  At 16, I pulled up my 
grades, completed the application 
and made it through all 3 selection 
rounds.  In my wildest dreams I 
never would hve thought I would 
be selected to study a year abroad 
in France with Rotary Internation-
al. 

The next 6 months was a whirl-
wind of activities to prepare:  Ro-
tary meetings, passports, interna-
tional Visas and French language 
lessons (oh how I wished I listened 
better in school!). The day before 
leaving, I could barely bring my-
self to leave the barn and wished 
with all my heart I could bring my 
horse, King, with me. Then I was 
off! I went from cuddling my horse 
in the small town of Wanup On-
tario to European life in Nancy, 
France. This adaption could have 
been very hard, especially for a girl 
who only knew riding jeans and 
hay, however I have to say that 
the farm girl life helped to ease the 

transition quicker.  Thanks to our 
NRHA Judge, Lyne Laforme, I had 
leads on a barn situated close to 
my first host family.  Within a few 
weeks of being there I started rid-
ing a 2 year old named Easy. From 
there I found a sense of being at 
home that helped ease any home-
sickness I was experiencing. I rode 
for three months at the facility be-
fore deciding to focus on learning 
the language. I made many friends 
as well as connections to people 
who ride or have ridden.   I must 
add that one of the easiest things 
to get used to in France was eating 
dessert and bread at every

(Continue on page 15)
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WHY ADVERTISE WITH THE ORHA SLIDER?
•  Electronically sent directly to our members 
•  Current and backdated issues are posted and archived on  website
•  Hardcopy versions are available at shows and other ORHA events (tradeshows, conferences, etc.)
•  More is better! - Maximize your advertising budget with volume discount.

Size Size 
(inches)

Price
1X 4X 8X

1/8 Horizontal 3.875 x 2.25 $15 $50 $95
1/8 Vertical 1.875 x 4.688 $15 $50 $95

1/4 Page Vertical 3.875 x 4.688 $25 $90 $175
1/3 Page Vertical 2.5 x 9.625 $35 $130 $255
1/2 Page Horizontal 7.875 x 4.688 $50 $190 $375
1/2 Page Vertical 3.875 x 9.625 $50 $190 $375
Full Page (non bleed) 8.375 x 9.875 Contact for Pricing

-  Prices are subject to applicable taxes.
-  We accept Microsoft Word, Photoshop and Illustrator 

 files as well as .tif, .jpg, .gif, .eps, & .pdf files.
-  Photos should be 150 dpi or larger. 
-  For additional questions email publications@orha.on.ca.
-  Payment can be made by cheque and issued to: Ontario 

 Reining Horse Association.

meal.  Yum. 

I resided with three different 
host families while I lived in 
France.  Each one gifted me 
with a different perspective to 
their culture and provided me 
with different experiences that 
helped me grow.  I learned to act 
on my own and think on my own. 
Believe it or not, this indepen-
dence has carried on to my rid-
ing.  It has given me the tools to 
be able to fix problems by think-
ing it through. I tried so many 
new things abroad. I ate foods 
I never thought I would have, 
such as snails, duck liver and 
raw meat. Animals have always 
been my “go to” when I am feel-
ing blue.  Even when I with host 
families without animals I found 
I was able to be comforted by 
the neighborhood animals or a 

friend’s pets. I always felt close 
to home even seas apart. That’s 
when I had realized that it does 
not matter where you are in this 
world, what matters is the peo-
ple and things you surround your-
self with. I found best friends in 
the most unlikely people and I 
stepped over that line between 
comfort and adventure. I went 
skiing in the French Alps, Cana-
dian flag attached to my back 
as I raced down the Alps. I vis-
ited glaciers, United Nations and 
many more amazing European 
countries and cities. I went to 
Euro Disney for the first time and 
it felt like a dream. I changed into 
the person I wanted to be by tak-
ing flight into an unknown world.  
From farm land to cobble stone, I 
found my way back.

In Ontario, you are asked what 

your preference for your coun-
try of exchange would be, but 
your exchange destination is 
ultimately determined by an 
aptitude and personality test, 
an interview with Rotary direc-
tors and matched with sponsor-
ing countries.  (I initially wanted 
Germany or Brazil).  This type 
of exchange is something that I 
would highly recommend for any 
youth interested in broadening 
their horizons. The Rotary Youth 
Exchange offers one of the most 
extensive and safe programs 
available to youth between the 
ages of 15 - 17.  Contact your lo-
cal Rotary club for more informa-
tion on how to apply, but keep 
in mind that there are also other 
programs out there and your 
school’s guidance office should 
be able to provide some insight.  

YOUTH INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14)
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