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OVERVIEW
The purpose of this document is to act as a brief introduction to the new member or someone
considering membership in the Ontario Reining Horse Association (ORHA).

INTRODUCTION
The Ontario Reining Horse Association is a non-profit organization that was formed in 1987 for the
purpose of promoting and encouraging the sport of reining in Ontario.
Reining is the western version of English dressage and is based on the refined and exaggerated
moves of working cow horses used by vaqueros on the range. Moves include fast spins on a pivotal
hind foot and spectacular sliding stops.
“To rein a horse is not only to guide him, but also to control his every movement.”
The best reined horse should be willingly guided or controlled with little or no apparent resistance
and dictated to completely. Any movement on his own is considered a lack of control. All deviations
from the exact written pattern are considered a lack of, or temporary loss of, control, and therefore,
a fault that must be marked down according to severity of deviation. After deducting all faults
against execution of the pattern and the horse’s overall performance, credit is given for smoothness,
finesse, attitude, quickness and authority of performing various manoeuvres, while using controlled
speed, which raises the difficulty level and makes him more exciting and pleasing to watch to an
audience.

A TYPICAL SHOW FORMAT
All shows are run and governed by the facility’s designated Show Manager. The Show Manager has
full jurisdiction over how the show is run.
It is recommended to arrive at the show facility the Friday night before the competition weekend if
possible. This will allow a competitor time to organize their tack and give their horses some time to
acclimatize to their new surroundings.
Information on local hotels, camping facilities and show programs are posted on the ORHA website.
If a competitor wants to take advantage of the paid warm-ups, it is recommended they reserve time
slots early because they are a popular way to work your horse and good time slots are taken up fast.

PAID WARM-UPS
Some show venues may offer a paid warm-up opportunity for competitors. Competitors can reserve
a five minute time slot where they can run a pattern or school their horse in the arena by
themselves, with volunteers sitting in the judge’s and scribe’s seats, at their option. Basically, this is
a dress rehearsal for the horse and rider.

NRHA REPRESENTATIVE
The NRHA Show Representative is the individual who is appointed to ensure NRHA rules and
policies are adhered to throughout the show. It is his/her responsibility to report any infractions to
NRHA (e.g. complaint from a judge, animal abuse) and to file a report to NRHA after the show.
A new member should not hesitate to approach the NRHA representative if they have concerns or
questions regarding the rules and policies or they need some clarification of procedures. The NRHA
representative has a wealth of NRHA reining experience and is quite willing to offer friendly advice.

JUDGES
It is important to remember that there is a protocol when it comes to how to interact with the
judge(s) at the show. Competitors must not socialize with the judge(s) during the show. They must
be respectful of the judges and remember they are there to provide their unbiased, professional
opinion of how they see a horse and rider run a pattern.

SCRIBE
An individual sitting at the judge’s side recording the judge’s scores for each component of a run.
The scribe tallies up the total score and obtains the judge’s approval before giving the score to the
announcer.

SHOW OFFICE
The show office is run by a qualified Show Secretary, who is assisted by other personnel, as
required.
The show office accepts all entry forms (which must be completed IN FULL before being handed in),
and checks your registration papers and membership information to ensure they match your entry
form.
It is the responsibility of the show office staff to enter the information into the computer and create
the draw for the order in which riders will enter the show pen.
The draw order is purely a random draw, so please do not request a particular spot in the order. If
you are riding two horses in the same class, they will pick up on this and allow enough horses in
between to accommodate you.
If you enter a class after the draw has been done, you will usually be placed first in that class as
draw # 1a, but it is the Show Manager’s final decision as to whether you will be first or last in the
order.
The show office staff also posts the class results outside the show office throughout the day. A copy
of the judge’s scoring sheet is available in a binder for competitors to look at.
You will find entry forms and copies of the ORHA Rule Book, a Show Schedule, patterns and year-todate standings at the Show Office.
The show office staff is knowledgeable, very helpful, and always ready to assist you if you need
some information or input. Please feel free to ask them, but do wait until they have a free moment if
they are busy.
The show office is a hectic place and there is a lot to focus on, so please be patient and, most of all, be
polite and respectful.

YEAR END AWARDS
The ORHA member who earns the most points or highest total amount of earnings in a particular
class throughout the year at ORHA-sanctioned shows, and who has shown in at least 50% of those
classes, will receive the Year-end Champion award, and the second place will receive Reserve
Champion title and award. These awards are presented at the year-end Banquet, usually in January
of the following year.
To be eligible to earn an ORHA year-end award, a member (or their designated alternative such as
parent, spouse, or friend) must have volunteered at least two hours to the ORHA in the calendar
year, with their volunteer time logged at the show office. Examples include time served on a
committee, writing articles, manning the gate, scribing, or helping in the show office or at an ORHA
fundraising event or show.

RULE BOOKS
The ORHA Rule Book and NRHA Handbook are revised annually and enhanced to reflect the
interests and/or desires of the every changing membership(s). It is essential that you refer to the
current year’s handbook for eligibility, and rule changes. Show offices will have current copies of
the ORHA handbooks. It is highly recommended that you download both books from the ORHA
website.

AFFILIATE CLASSES
At each show, classes will be designated as NRHA Affiliate Classes, where qualifying points are given
in addition to money earnings. These points accumulate to qualify the top 15 riders from each class
to be eligible to show at the Eastern Canada Affiliate Regional Championship (A.R.C.), usually held in
Quebec or Ontario in the fall. Each rider who is a member of the ORHA must designate it as his/her
Affiliate Club to NRHA in order to represent the ORHA at the A.R.C.. The top 10 horse/rider
combinations in each class at the A.R.C. will be eligible to participate in the North American Affiliate
Championship (N.A.A.C.) in Oklahoma City in November/December of that same year.

CLASSES
ORHA classes require ORHA membership for the owner and rider, except for Ladies and Men’s. All
NRHA classes require NRHA membership for the owner and rider plus a competition licence for the
horse (except NRHA Green Reiner I and II, which require only an NRHA ASSOCIATE membership
and no horse competition licence). NRHA membership cards must show Non Pro status if showing
in any Non Pro or Rookie class.

HELMET RULE
All riders under the age of 18 must wear an approved equine safety helmet, worn as per
manufacturer’s guidelines, while mounted on a horse at any ORHA approved show. Any rider aged
14 to 18 is exempt from this requirement while showing in a class IF a signed waiver from a parent
or guardian is on file at the show office. The helmet may be removed the earlier of 15 minutes
before start of the class or 5 horses before competing.
Violations of the helmet rule will result in the following actions:
- First infraction, a verbal warning from any ORHA Board member
- Second infraction, a removal of any ORHA year-end points earned that weekend
- Third infraction, a penalty as determined by the ORHA Board, which could be a monetary
fine and/or suspension from the ORHA, ORHyA.
Each infraction will be documented on the relevant form at the show office and reported to the
ORHA Board.

ORHA CLASSES
To learn more about the individual Class Conditions, please refer to the current ORHA Rule Book
available on the ORHA website.
ORHA GREEN REINER - Open to any rider that has less than $350 in NRHA lifetime earnings (in
categories 1-8), has less than 175 lifetime Youth points (excluding SS) and less than 350 Green
points. ORHA membership required.
ORHA SHORT STIRRUP - Open to any youth rider who is age 10 or under as of January 1st of the
current year and holds a valid ORHA card. NRHA Short Stirrup patterns A and B to apply. Class will
run concurrently with the NRHA Short Stirrup class. A rider does not need to own the horse he or
she is riding but the owner of the horse must be an ORHA member. There will be no penalty for

holding the saddle with either hand. The rider may ride with standard reins, or with any type of
closed reins and may ride with one or two hands on the reins at any time during the class. A rider
competing in this class may compete in NRHA Youth, NRHA Short Stirrup and other ORHA classes
which he/she is eligible to enter.
No stallions, monorchid or cryptorchid horses, regardless of age, will be permitted in any youth
classes. Riders showing in NRHA Category 1 classes are not eligible for ORHA Short Stirrup class for
the current year.
ORHA ROOKIE YOUTH- Limited to any ORHA youth member, 18 years of age or younger as of
January 1st and who have not earned more than 25 Youth points. Riders in this class do not have to
own the horse they ride. Class runs concurrent with NRHA 13 & Under and NRHA 14-18 Youth
Classes. Horses are to be shown one or two handed however two handed riders may not cross enter
into NRHA Youth classes. Regular NRHA patterns to apply.
No stallions, monorchid or cryptorchid horses, regardless of age, will be permitted in any youth
classes.
LADIES - Open levels but limited to female riders. Horses are shown one handed. ORHA membership is
not required. This class is will not be included in the ORHA year-end awards.
MEN’S - Open levels but limited to male riders. Horses are shown one handed. ORHA membership is not
required. This class is will not be included in the ORHA year-end awards.
GREEN HORSE - Subject to general conditions but restricted to horses that have less than two
calendar years in reining competition and zero ($0) NRHA earnings. Open to any level of rider
holding a valid ORHA membership. May be ridden one or two handed and must complete the
pattern as started. NRHA patterns will be used. Rider does not need to own the horse but the
owner must be an ORHA member.
FUNSTYLE - Reining not only provides an opportunity to use the manoeuvres creatively, but also to
expand them to music by means of choreography. Riders are encouraged to use musical scores
which permit them to show the athletic ability of the horse in a crowd appealing way. Rider does not
need to own the horse he or she is riding but the owner of the horse must be an ORHA member.
NOTE: For more detailed rules regarding Funstyle, please see the ORHA Rulebook.
"My only advice is to work hard and don't get discouraged. This is a sport that takes a long
time to get good at and it requires a lot of patience so enjoy the journey and always remember
to thank your horse at the end of the day."
-Tiffany Foster
Canadian Equestrian

NRHA CLASSES
NOTE: Rider and horse must both have valid NRHA membership. Refer to NRHA Handbook for more
details and eligibility.
Youth 13 and Under – Open to any Youth rider 13 Years old or younger as of January 1 for the
current year. Must show one handed. Non Pro conditions apply for horse ownership.
Youth 14 – 18 – Open to any Youth rider over 13 years old and under 18 Years old as of January 1
for the current year. Must show one handed. Non Pro conditions apply for horse ownership.
Short Stirrup Green Reiner Level 1 – Open to any rider that has less than $200 in NRHA lifetime earnings (in
categories 1-8), has less than 75 lifetime Youth points (excluding SS) and less than 200 Green points.
Associate or Non Pro NRHA membership required.
Green Reiner Level 2 – Open to any rider that has less than $350 in NRHA lifetime earnings (in
categories 1-8), has less than 175 lifetime Youth points (excluding SS) and less than 350 Green
points. Associate or Non Pro NRHA membership required.
Rookie I - Open to any rider holding a valid NRHA Non Pro card who has earned less than $500 in
lifetime earnings in NRHA Categories 1,2,4,5,6,8. Riders do not need to own the horse.
Rookie II - Open to any rider holding a valid NRHA Non Pro card who has earned less than $1,500 in
lifetime earnings in NRHA Categories 1,2,4,5,6,8. Riders do not need to own the horse.
Novice Horse Non-Pro Level I - Open to any rider holding a valid NRHA Non Pro card riding a horse
who has earned less than $5,000 in Categories 1,2,4,5*,6,8
Novice Horse Non-Pro Level II - Open to any rider holding a valid NRHA Non Pro card riding a horse
who has earned less than $25,000 in Categories 1,2,4,5*,6,8
Novice Horse Open Level I - Open to any rider holding a valid NRHA Professional, Non Pro, or Youth
card riding a horse who has earned less than $5,000 in Categories 1,2,4,5*,6,8
Novice Horse Open Level II - Open to any rider holding a valid NRHA Professional, Non Pro, or Youth
card riding a horse who has earned less than $25,000 in Categories 1,2,4,5*,6,8
Limited Non-Pro – Open to any rider holding a valid NRHA Non Pro card who has earned less than
$10,000 in lifetime earnings in NRHA Categories 1, 2, 4, 5*, 6, & 8.
Intermediate Non-Pro - Open to any rider holding a valid NRHA Non Pro card who has earned less than
$5,000 in NRHA Categories 1, 2, 4, 5*, 6, & 8.over the previous calendar year

Non-Pro - Open to any rider holding a valid NRHA Non Pro card
Prime Time Non-Pro (rider must be 50 or older)
Rookie Professional - Open to any rider holding a valid NRHA Professional card who has earned less
than $5,000 lifetime earnings in NRHA Categories 1, 2, 4, 5* 6, & 8. Those holding a Youth and/or Non
Pro card are not eligible for this class.
Limited Open - Open to any rider holding a valid NRHA Professional, Non Pro, or Youth card who has
earned less than $5,000 in NRHA Categories 1, 2, 4, 5*, 6, & 8 over the previous calendar year.
Intermediate Open - Open to any rider holding a valid NRHA Professional, Non Pro, or Youth card who
has earned less than $7,500 in NRHA Categories 1, 2, 4, 5*, 6, & 8 over the previous calendar year.
Open - Open to any rider holding a valid NRHA Professional, Non Pro, or Youth card
Freestyle

*(Rookie Level 1, Rookie Level 2 and Prime Time Rookie earnings are excluded)

ONTARIO REINING HORSE YOUTH ASSOCIATION (ORHyA)
Being in the ORHA Youth Association (ORHyA) is more than just being part of a sub-group of the
ORHA. The ORHyA is a family of youth that work together not only to reach the common goals of
young riders, but also to create a caring and safe environment where all of the youth will be able to
learn and grow in and a place where they can feel like they belong – no matter what their skill level
and experience. The ORHyA is open to all competitors and non-competitors who have an ORHA
Youth membership for the current year.
The ORHyA is run with a President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. All of these positions
are voted in at the end of the show season for the following year. ORHA appoints adult members as
the youth advisers to make sure that the youth group is running successfully as well as to approve of
any activities that they chose to do.
At each of the shows the ORHyA executive meets to discuss plans for the year. This may include such
things as fundraising ideas, year-end awards and youth activities. The funds raised pay for the
ORHyA awards. The award recipients are nominated and voted on at the end of each show year. All
youth who participate in 50% minimum of the ORHyA fundraising activities are entitled to an award
at the end of the year, which is presented at the ORHA year-end banquet.
These types of activities help develop leadership skills and create the bond that results from
teamwork, and the successful activities offer the youth pride in themselves and their group’s ability
to be self-sufficient. These skills transfer into desirable traits that the youth can take outside of the
show pen and into adulthood!

ORHyA MISSION STATEMENT
To provide a character and leadership building program that will enable youth to become better
citizens and future leaders of the reining horse industry.

ORHyA Code of Conduct
The ORHA aims to provide a safe and secure environment for all ORHyA members, show staff and
visitors to ORHA events. Please see the ORHA Rule Book for the rights and responsibilities that
apply to all ORHyA members.
ORHA Youth Award Rules: Please see the ORHA Rule Book for details regarding Youth Awards.

WARM UP PEN GUIDELINES
Warm up pen guidelines help to ensure the safety of our horses and their riders. The warm up
pen can be an intimidating place if it is not handled with a degree of order. The majority of
facilities will have their warm up pen configuration and rules posted. Please be sure that you
are aware of these rules as infractions could be reported to the NRHA Show Representative.
If the warm up pen is open to riders before or after a show the format for the pen is often
circling on the hour and fencing on the half hour. For example if you intend to practice your
circles you would want to be prepared to enter the pen at 8:00, and if you wanted to work on
fencing you would prepare for 8:30.

DO:
When everyone is running circles, ride in the
same direction as the traffic
Observe direction of the circles, usually
clockwise at one end of the arena and counter
clockwise at the other end
Fence when others are fencing
When fencing, wait for an opening at the other
end and then go for it
When passing another rider during circles, let
them know you are there

DON’T:
Fence when others are riding circles
Ride circles during fencing
Wander from straight line during fencing
Try to outdo others during fencing
Stop in the centre when circling (if you must, at
least know what is behind you first and respond
accordingly)

Sit in the centre for too long a period
Spin in the centre – this messes up everyone else who is trying to circle,
The bottom line: reining horses are well broke mounts and most of their riders are too

Closing TIPS and TIDBITS
A collection of tips, suggestions and lessons learned from hard knocks gathered from the
Directors and other non-authoritative sources:
a) Common mistakes/misconceptions:
- Not being familiar with the restrictions and eligibility of the entry level classes. Please consult
the ORHA Rule Book, which is available on the ORHA website.
- Don’t move up through the classes too quickly, as you may end up only being eligible to show
in a class for which you are not ready
b) Take advantage of the paid warm-up opportunities (you pay a fixed amount for 5 minutes in
the show pen alone, to do whatever you wish with your horse).

c) Do look at your score sheet after your run to see what you did well and where your mistakes
were. Even if you zero, the judge will still score your manoeuvres. Any experienced member, or
show office staff, will help you interpret the score.

D) READ the ORHA Rule Book (available at the show office and also online at the ORHA
website) and NRHA Handbook. This will help you understand the classes and where the
penalties can be incurred during your run.

e) You can enter more than one division in a class by paying the entry fee for that extra
division, with your single run counting for both classes (e.g. enter Limited Non Pro and
Intermediate Non Pro simultaneously by paying the entry for each).

f) Don’t beat yourself up for a bad run – everyone has them, and fortunately there is always
another day and another show.

g) And finally, remember, this is your hobby, you are there to have fun, so breathe, smile and
go have a blast.

